Preface

The Science Learning and Teaching Conference 2005 is the first UK national conference designed
to bring together practitioners in the teaching of science disciplines in higher education to share
their experiences, identify common challenges and to provide an opportunity to share effective
(and innovative) practice. The papers published in this volume demonstrate the scale of success
of this venture.

At a time when the emphasis given to teaching and learning in UK Universities has never been
greater, and the number of students in higher education is at an all-time high, it is timely to initiate
what the organisers hope will become a regular feature of the science education calendar.

The organisation of a conference such as this takes the efforts of many people. When three
Subject Centres are involved the liaison and coordination work is hugely important. Without
naming individuals, | would like to thank the organising committee, the referees, our administrative
teams and of course the delegates who will, on the day, provide the spice which turns a set of
papers into a conference.

Peter Goodhew
Chair of the organising committee
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